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_ slightly more than $1 .5 million’ to;_ :
;2 seaman who said he was permanent-

ly disabled fromi workmg due'to a back

" iinjury that occurred:when:hé slipped

'}fon oil leakmg from a bulkhead tank.

i “Evidence ‘in" the four-day “trial
" 'before U.S. District Judge Ronald L. -
) _j.':Buckwalter showed that 01ly water had‘_
"' gathered on a lower deck of the tanker
+" “Eastern Sun” due'to excessive mbra—‘f'

é'llon in one of the'vessels turbings. "
Plamtlff Robc tE. anﬁn, thechief

v engmeer and. oné of only eight crew

- ;/members ‘on the. fully ‘automated
- .l;tanker, had worked for Sun Transport—'-'
" Inc. 'since 1979.. He has ‘not ‘worked
1997 acc1dent'

since “the "March 23,
___'due 0,2 herniated disc,_

Attorney Sidney -J. Smolmsky of
. Sacks Weston Smolmsky & Albert’
" “told the jury-that ‘the’ 59—year-old B

" L Griffin earned $65 000 per ‘yéar ‘and

~ “ had intended, to continue; workmg to,
: _‘.'the age of 70 '

Smolmsky sald Grlffins

mvestlgate

. Srholmsky sald a’ ma;o: 1ssue m th

“years ‘even if ‘the accidént ‘had ‘néver
"'occurred because Sun Transport_ was '
~about 'to _go'out’ ‘of business ‘anid -
because his- pre- ex1stmg m;ury‘._wouldjff
have limitéd his abilities. .
_“But Smolmsky 1ns1sted that the only'
redson” "Griffin " is " ow’ limited “to
'sedentary wotk is that the March 1997+
accldent damaged his. vertebral dise in-
such a way that it can neVer ‘be’ fully-’.v‘ said that about half-is’ llkely intended -
‘{‘-as compensatlon for pam and suffer- .

_ving.

répaired with surgery. -
Although doctors Wanted to oper-

fall;j
- occurred soon after a generator ‘dlarm
- sotinded” and he went below deck to_

- Incits Verdict, the jury’ found lmb]ll-=
'ty undet the’ Jones Act, decndmg ‘that .
““the tanker was not “seaworthy” and .
. that Griffin shafed no respon"bllxty"
_’f."m ausing the accxdent !

~;‘pr05tate cancer ‘and hls son’s’ bemg
réndered parapleglc ina shootmg

* more than $500,000 and was likely to

2 lng mjury and the lack of avallable

‘W Daly'ofﬁ"’-
;Deasey Mahoney & ‘Bender argued:
that ‘Griffin’s” work *life wOuld “have”
_been severely ‘¢urtailed in"the commg'

.much as $700 000, noting that while
“had “held ‘4 “secorid job,on" “the
Jamestown Ferry Hear l'llS home in |

. had 'the capac1ty to WOrk to age 70 ”-.’.

_sum and. was'not reqmred to break it

ate, Smolmsky'told the jury that the :
surgery has been ‘repeatedly - delayed
due to two traglc ‘cifcumstances in”
Grlfﬁns life = his ‘own dmgnosns of

thatA
Grlfﬁns future - -incoine’ would be 1o

Defefise” - experts - testified

be much less consldermg his preexist- |

But Smolmsk

estlmatedll ;
that Grlfﬁns would hav ’

earned as
e wotkéd for Sun Transport Inc. he
Rlchmond Va. v i

"“The jury- obv1o'usly beheved that he -

Smolmsky said.
Although the’ )ury awarded a lump

down into components, Smolmskyi'






