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“In 1985, we had terrible odor
problems,” said City Manager
Gene Steickland. *It was embar-
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Land
- .
Risks
Two phosphate -
companies are the
targets of litigation.

By RICK ROUSES
The Ladger

BARTOW ~ Three Polk Coun-
t:;‘ hox;:emem are i two
phosphate companies,
the land on which their homes
were bulit wasn't properly re-
claimed and containgd hazardous
radicactive materials,

Two couples living in Floral
Lakes in Bﬁ’t‘:‘wm filed suit in
Circuit Court in Bartow. Floral
Lakes is & manufactured home
©0! for seniors overlook-
d phosphate pit in

develo

property cleaned up.
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Suits
Claim
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‘The threa lawsuits have been
of Krpmlek: Campbons Moo
o one,
lloulll? Buser, Slgm and Han-
cock. Law firms from New Or-
ieans and Philadelphia also rep-

- resent the plaintiffs,

A main defendant in the
Bartow cases Is International
Minerals & Chemicals, now
known as IMC Agrico. In the
Lakeland case, W.R. Grace &
Co,, which no longer has offices
in Polk, is a main defendant. The
Florida Phosphate Council, a sev-
en-member phosphate industry
trade association, is (isted as &
defendant in each case,

Robert Erben, one of the Fort
Lauderdale la who filed the
suits, aaid levels of radon,
radium, uranium and other met-
als have been measured with a
Geiger counter at both the
Bartow and Lakeland sites,

In both Polk lawsuit locations,
Erben said, *the land was im-
:tro‘:ﬁg'rly reclaimed if reclaimed

Diana Youmnans, an IMC public
affairs manager, said company
officials “haven’t seen these law-
suits, and we feel it's inappropri-

ate to comment at this time.”
The suits blames the Florida
hate Councdl for telling the

public that reclaimed phosphate
property was safe, while know-
ing that information “was false
or misleading ™

David Batt, the Fiorida Phos-
phate Council’s president, also

" declined to comment,

In Bartow, one of the couples

‘who MHled suit, Willlam and

Cecelia Aumann, could not he
reached to comment, The other
couple, Joseph and Helga
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Lawsuits
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olakiewice, declined to com-

ment. Janle L. Morgan, who filed.
:the Lakeland suit, also couid not

be reached.
}mﬁaml Lakes is monly deserte&
mid-summer, but one woman

'who llves thers and didn’t want

ito divulge ber name sald there
uam to be no heatth hazards in .
athedrormmu.-

| “I'm not concarned, I feel Just-

[fine,” she-said. A while back
ifhere were some lawyers who .

‘met with Floral Lakes residents

about some health issues, she -
said, “but not {00 many people -

‘were interested,” .

. Andy Scrocca, 8 Mulberry c::y
‘commissioner who lives in An-
gler’s Green off State Road 37,
3aid he spoke with residents

there a year or 30 ago who told

him they wondered why out-of-
state lawyers were asking ques-
tions about radon. Scrocea said
he believes the Polk lawsuits are
& resuit of lawyers soliciting

lawyers.

Why, Su'occa asked, “would
neople here contact someone in

ew Orieana,” Phliadeiphia or
_Fort Lavderdale?

Andrew Sacks, a partner in the
Philadelphia and New Orleana
firms that filed the Polk lawsuits,

said he was told of a radiation.

problem in Florida by a Texas

cli-'
ents rather that clients soliciting

law firm that represented numer-
ous mobile home owners with se-
verely leaking plumbing.
. The firm had mailed a ques-
tionnaire to its Florida clients,
and several said they were con-
om;led about ra&iatmn Sacks
sai

Sacks said Ins Pennsylvania
firm of Sacks and Smith is now
involved in naturaily occurring
radioactive material suits in Ala-

‘bama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Ar-

kansas, Texas.
- Sacks sald he expects the Polk
County cases to evolve into a

mass action, which differs from
class action. He said class action
suits generaily have one person
representing the interests of nu-
merous plaintiffs, white a mass
action allows groups of related

cases against the same
defendants,
The Fort Lauderdale firm was

hrought in, Sacks said, because
of its experience with masg ac-
tion suits, -

While the firm is in Fort Lau-
derdale, Erben said it has estab-
lished a local office in Lakeland,
The phone ntmber is 603-0060.

Polk a Hot Spot in Debate on Radon Exposure

By TOMPALMER
The Ladger
ummn-a:mmm

Uranium and radium, two ra-
dioactive elsments, exist in phos-
phate ore formations. The break-
down of uranium and radium
!endstothefumnﬁonofaoolor

©forthe

County is one of the state’s hot
spota for radon exposure.
“T have no doubt we'll be watch-

_ing this suit,” said Sue Darden,

spokeswoman for the Potls Coun--
ty Builders Association, none of

- whose members was named as &
-+ defendam ,

. Radon has been a touchy issue
development community.
Florida builders heve opposed
same of the radon #an-
dards, such as mandatory testing
of new byildings, aad local offl-
clals have opposed publishing of
map4 showing areas of the state
where highest radon levels
exist

Instead, since 1989 homebuyers

' 'allwerthestatehwebeeng:ven
" adisclosure form

possible presenca of radon and

. directed to check with local
bealth officials or to have their

home tested if they have concerns.
The concern Is based on the

claim by the U.S. Environmental

Protection Agency that radon ex-

puosure is second-leading cause

of lung cancer in the United

Stateé.EPabuaﬁsesﬁmon

heaﬂhmdiesotmmum

miners.
EPA's standard for indoor ra-
don exposure is 4 picocuries/iter

yefbmmmumsumhota '
curie, a stendand measurement of
radiation

Those standards have been crif-
icized, however.

Research in Europe has con-
cluded that low-level radon expo-
aure ls not the health threat that
EPA claims and many U.S. scien-
tists have voiced skepticism of the
radon levels EPA considers

dangerous.
However, some environmenial

to radicactivity.

Only indoor exposure has been
cited as a problem. Outdoor expo-
sure has not.

Indoor radon exposure

as opening windows and sealing
cracks in floors or foundations.
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WIN'I'ER HAVEN —
munity College is eml
an ambitious plan to
fow-income high scho:
get a coliege education

Most of the fundir
new program, callr
Search, will come
$190,000 grant from ti
partment of Education
will be renewed in
amount annually for fi-

Sonja Peters, PC:
writer, said the Tal
program Is for studen:
aine through 12 who
low-income families.

To help the student-
ent Search program
high school and pose
education, they will
vices such as test prv;
toring and help findi
ships and financial ai:

Peters said each «
receive an initial as-
determine their skills
The next step will |
ting, including enco
students to identify
lege majors or career

The program’s firs!
pants will be selected

Under the fede
i § k:
their low income sta
neither of their par:

lege graduates. Peter

] cants also must w.
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